
News Feature 

The Launch of the New REDtm Back-up Device July 2012 

The RED’s cams have a positively 

locking spring which means the device 
is self-parking rather than self-tailing. 

This is important for Rope Access work 
techniques as they require the back-up 
device to be positioned so as to reduce 

fall factors to a minimum.  

Redeo: {Red-eo}  

Latin Verb:~ ‘to fall back upon’ 

The RED makes use of ‘Rotational 

Braking’ which means that the device 
rotates clockwise creating friction and 

resistance, which then results in very 
effective automatic braking in the 
event of a sudden pull on the cows-tail. 

To increase the effectiveness of the 
Rotational Brake in a ‘panic’ situation 

(e.g. mainline failure) the Red is also 
available with a ‘Popper’ breakaway 
tow-cord. 

Ever since the IRATA ITEC of September 2011 where it was 

formally recognised that the industry had issues with using 
the Petzl Shunt as a Back-Up device, ISC has been working 

on a new style of Back-Up device to accommodate the market's 
needs.  Encouraged and directed by user feedback from 
across the world  we designed the concept of the RED to fulfil 

their demands of a device that would be fully CE approved to 
EN12841, take a two-man rescue load, be self-parking 

(rather than self-tailing), be towable and that can be used 
with typical cows-tails so that industry re-training would be 
minimised. 
 

The 3rd and final version that is now being launched has been 

successfully trialled, evaluated and tested by IRATA & non-
IRATA users, offshore/onshore and Geotech users from across 

the world; in the UK (thanks to the Aberdeen RAC), Australia, 
USA and South Africa - and the feedback continues to be 
positive. 
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How it works 

Rotational Braking 
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REDtm Overview 

...continued 

However, when the cord is pulled in a 
panic situation, the Poppertm clip releases 
under the force and the cord then works 
in conjunction with the Rotational 
movement of the braking system.   

The ’Poppertm’ Tow Cord 

Release Clip 

The Poppertm is a ‘breakaway’ Clip, 
which provides a secondary attachment 
point for the tow cord.  During normal 
positioning activity, this secondary 
attachment point allows the user to tow 
the device directly downwards, without 
unintentionally engaging the device’s 
Rotational Braking System. 

CE Approved to EN12841A  
(Personal Fall Protection Equipment, Rope Access Systems, Rope 
Adjustment Devices) 

The only EN Standard that is specifically for Rope 
Access devices.  CE Tested on wet and dry ropes 

 
Rated Capacity: 240kg 
Suitable for 2 man rescue load 

 
Peak loads under 6kN 
No Shock Absorber Required (when used with 
specified ropes) 

 
Self parking 
Positive-locking spring mechanism keeps device 

stationary on rope 

 
Can be used with Cows-tails of up to 
800mm 
Falls in line with current practice 

 
Choice of Tow Cord 
Available with Standard or ‘Popper’ tow cord 

 
Compatible with Marlow 10.5 & 

11mm LSK Rope 
Other ropes can be tested on request 

 
Aluminium Side Plates on Standard 
Unit 
Stainless Steel Side Plate version available for 
extreme environments 
 
 

Download  
Datasheet 

http://www.iscwales.com/uploads/product-datasheet/1-178-2-282-1-RP892-Red-Back-up-Device-Datasheet.pdf

